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who were in power and were calling themselves the People's
Commissars" as being
. . . atheists, non-Russian, and non-Orthodox. . . . Even the Tatars
had more respect for our holy creed than our present law-givers. . . .
Had what they planned been achieved, Holy Orthodox Russia would
have become the land of Antichrist, ... It is better to shed one's blood
and win a martyr's crown, than to abandon the Orthodox faith to be
abused by the enemy. Take heart, Holy Russia. Go to thy Calvary!
On February 28 the Patriarch and the Synod issued another
proclamation in which they invited the laity to organize parish
unions, which, however, should not be called church or religious
unions. In case* of emergency these unions could declare them-
selves owners of church property. The teachers at church schools
"must form a close union with the parents of the pupils and en-
deavor to uphold unchanged the order of the establishment, until
special regulations are issued by the church authorities." It was
recommended that the sacred vessels be hidden from the "rob-
bers," "not handed over voluntarily," but preserved with tfie rest
of the church property. In case of "assault," "call the church peo-
ple by tocsin, messengers, etc., to protect the church." In a word,
the proclamation ignored the decree on the separation of church
and schools, and called for a revolutionary method of action.
Following this proclamation, there were numerous church dem-
onstrations and instances of open resistance which led to arrests
and other reprisals. In Samara the clergy were summoned before
a revolutionary tribunal; in Voronezh the crowd attacked a com-
missar, who had been sent to a local monastery, and slew him;
religious processions were shot at in both Orel and Kharkov,
while in Tula eleven people were killed, and in the district of
Pcshckhonic about one hundred arrests were made and some of
those arrested were shot. At an earlier date Metropolitan Vladimir
was murdered in Kiev.
On April 20, towards the end of its session, the Council adopted
the "statutes on Orthodox parishes," which also disregarded the
Soviet decree, and which subsequently served as a basis for the
organization of the open struggle against the enemies of the
church. Two days previously, in view of numerous casualties, it